Abstract. DSDP Hole 117 A provides one of the critical data points in the COSTA & MULLER (1978) correlation between the NW European dinoflagellate cyst zonation and the standard nannofossil scheme of MARTINI (1971), because information previously published on this sequence indicated that the base of the Wetzeliella astra Zone coincides with the base of Zone NP 10.
Introduction
The Rockall Plateau in the NE Atlantic ( Fig. 1) is one of the few known areas where the dinoflagellate cysts typical of the NW European Palaeocene-Eocene sequences occur in the same sediment as calcareous nannofossils. This provided COSTA & MULLER (1978) with a rare opportunity to establish a correlation between the NW European Tertiary dinocyst zones of COSTA & DOWNIE (1976) and COSTA et al. (1978) with the well established coccolith zonal scheme of MARTINI (1971) . A particularly important aspect of the COSTA & MULLER (1978) correlation is that it equates the base of the Wetzeliella astra Zone with the base of NP 10 (defined by the first appearance of Tribrachiatus nunnii), the implication being that the base of the W. astra zone in NW Europe should be taken as the base of the Eocene. The site used to establish this cor relation was DSDP Hole 117 A (Fig. 1) , the only known site in the Rockall Plateau area where W. astra had been found together with calcareous nannofossils, and the in-
